
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEE'ORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 

KENTUCKY POWER COMPANY 

and 

GTE SOUTH INCORPORATED 

1 

CASE NO. 
) 89-258 

ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH 
COMMISSION REGULATIONS 

) 

O R D E R  

On September 19, 1989, the Commission ordered GTE South 

Incorporated ('@GTE'') to show cause why it should not be penalized 

for its alleged failure to comply with Commission Regulation 807 

KAR 5:061, Section 2. This action was taken after receipt of an 

Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report, prepared by 

Commission Staff, which alleged that a communications conductor 

owned and operated by GTE failed to comply with the standards of 

the National Electric Safety Code ("NESC") . 
In its response to the Commission's Order, GTE expressly 

denied that any of its facilities were involved in the accident in 

question and that any of its facilities failed to comply with NESC 

standards. GTE further asserted that it did not serve the area in 

which the accident occurred. It requested that it be excused from 

this case. 



Upon receipt of GTE's response, the Commission instructed its 

Staff to review the findings of the Electrical Utility Accident 

Investigation Report. Commission Staff reviewed the report and 

subsequently amended its findings. The Amended Electrical Utility 

Accident Investigation Report, a copy of which is found at 

Appendix A, alleges that the communications conductor in question 

is owned by South Central Bell Telephone Company ("SCB"), not GTE. 

After review of the record and being sufficiently advised, 

the Commission finds that none of the issues present in this case 

involve GTE and, therefore, it should be dismissed as a party to 

this case. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that: 

1. SCB is hereby made a party to this case. 
2. SCB shall submit to the Commission a written response to 

the allegations contained in the Amended Electrical Utility 

Accident Investigation Report within 20 days of the date of this 

Order. 

3. The Amended Electrical Utility Accident Investigation 

Report is hereby made a part of the record of this case. 

4. 

5. The style of this case shall be amended to reflect the 

GTE is hereby dismissed as a party to this case. 

changes ordered herein. 

-2- 



Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 2lst day of Novanber, 1989 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

Commissioner 

ATTEST: 

Executive Director 



APPENDIX TO Ah1 ORDER 
OF THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC SERVICE COFMISSION 

I N  CASE NO. 89-258 DATED 1- 21, 1989 

ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (AMENDEDL 

DATE OF THIS REPORT 10/20/89 SwllITTED BY John W. Land 

"E OF UTILITY Kentucky Power (Hazard Division) 

ACCIDENT REPORTED' BY Wayne Edwards-Safety and Health Manager 

DATE L TIME UTILITY LEARNED OF ACCIDENT 7/20/89--5:05 P.M. . 

DATE L TIIIE ACCIDENT REPORTED 7/20/89--8:50 P.M. 

DATE AND TINE ACCIDENT OCCURRED 7/20/89-4:50 P.M. 

DATE OF ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 7/21/89 

DATE SlJHUARY WRITTEN REPORT WAS RECEIVED FROM UTILITY 

PERSONS ASSISTING IN TEE INVESTIGATION P.R. Williamson Human Re130urces 

7/26/89 

Supervisor-R.J. Eversole Engineer Supervisor-Glen Combs Draftsman- 

Paul Pratt Serviceman-Steve Campbell Servicedan, all personnel of 

Kentucky Power. 

AGE - NAwe OF VICTII#(S) 1. John Minks SEX El 

FATAL NO "E OF EIIPUIYER: Self Employed 

INJURIES Second degree burns to face; third degree burns to legs. 

AGE - 2. SKI 

FATAL NAnE OF mPUIYER: 

INJURIES 
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE Mr. Ed. Gregory Heavy Equipment Repair 

Garage off Hwy. 15 West of Hazard near Lost Creek, Kentucky. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT Mr. Johnny Minks and Mr. Tom Mullins were 

alleged to have been attempting to install a CB Antenna on a building 

belonging to Mr. Ed Clemons and leased by Mr. Ed Gregory. Mr.. Johnny 

Minks apparently made accidental contact with a 7,200 volt overhead 

line, while attempting to install top section of CB Antenna on bot- 

tom section which had already been installed on end of this building. 

SODRCE OF INWRHATION Mr. P.R. Williamson, Mr. R.J. Eversole, Mr. Glen 

Combs, Mr. Paul Pratt, Mr. Steve Campbell employees of Kentucky . . 

Power's Hazard Division. There was also an onsite investigation made 

by myself John W. Land of the Public Service Commission's Engineering 

staff, plus utility, coroner and EMT accident reports. I also tried 

to interview Mr. Tim Mullins but was unable to do so. Hospital was 

also visited but I was unable to obtain any information on Mr. Minks. 

VIOLATIONS OF CoZulISSION REGULATIONS There is a low clearance of 

primary conductor to structure, secondary 1/0 lash conductor to struc- 

ture and telephone conductor to structure at this location. Mr. Ed 

Gregory's Garage, Hwy. 15, Lost Creek, Kentucky. Kentucky Power's 

single phase and lash secondary lines are in violation of 807 KAR 

5:041, Section 3(1) 1981 NESC Edition Table 234-1 (Vertical). (See 

line clearances of this report) South Central Bell's Phone cable is 

in violation of KAR 5:061, Section 2(1) 1981 Edition Table 234-1 

(Vertical) (See Line Clearances of this report.) 
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RECOI(IIENDATI0NS It is recommended that Kentucky Power and South 

Central Bell Telephone Company take corrective action to correct these 

clearances and furnish documentation as to corrective action taken. 

- It is also recommended that the Commission consider action in accor- 
dance with KRS 278.990 due to line clearance violations by Kentucky 

Power and South Central Bell Telephone required by 807 KAR 5:041, 

Section 3(1) and 807 KAR 5:061, Section 2(1); NESC Table 234-1 

(Vertical). 

CORRECTIVE ACTION Corrective action has been taken to correct this 

low clearance and documentation will be furnished by this utility 

upon receipt of this report. 
-. . 
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niniaum M l o w d  
As Heasured by- NESC 

1981 m i  t ion 
A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevation: 31'-2" 2 0 ' -0" 

Neutral conductor to ground 
2 5 ' -5" 18'-0" elevation: 

Lash Secondaries to ground: 25'-5" 18'-0" 

Communication conductor to 

Phase conductor to structure: 

Neutral conductor to structure: O ' - O l l  3 I -011 

Lash Secondaries to structure: O ' - O I '  3 I -0" 

Communication conductor to 
structure: O ' - O "  3'-0" 

ground elevation: 23'-1'' 18 ' -0" 

51-5 1/2 10 9 -o*i 

E. AT U)WEST POINT OF SPAN 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevation: 31'-2'' 2 0 ' -0" 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation: 25'-5" 18'-0" 

Communication conductor to 
ground elevation: 2 3 ' -1" 1 8 ' -0 I' 

C. SPAN LENGTH 247' 

Date the line or facilities were constructed: December, 1985 

Utility: 

Date: 7/21/89 Time 12:OO P.M. 

Approximate temperature: - 8 8  Degrees F 

HeaSUreIBentS made by: R . J .  Eversole Engineer-Paul Pratt Serviceman 

Kentucky Power - Hazard Division 

of Kentucky Power - Hazard Division and witnessed by John W. Land- 

of the Commission Engineering staff. - 
Suhmitted by: w 
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Claude C. Rhorer, Jr., Director 
Division of Engineering and Services 
Publ ic  Service Commission 
730 Schenkel Lane 
PO nos 61s 
Frankfort ,  KX 40602 

Ju ly  24, 1989 

Dear Mr. Rhorer: 

Attached i a  tho Suamury Writton Report for  a public  contact 
acc ident  which occurred in Xentucky Powr Company'. Hazard 

i n  non-fatal burn. t o  plr. Johnny Minks of V i p o r ,  Kentucky. 

Supplemental i n f o ~ t i o n a 8 r . q u e a t . d  by plr. John Land w i l l  be 
provided as quickly as it hcorus available. Any questions 
should be  directod t o  M a t  606/327-1272. 

S i n c e p l y ,  

Division. This  accident happoned Ju ly  20, 1989 a d  resul tod 

C 

Attachment 



IT-313 
m. sm 



1 . .. .- 
.-..- 



A 
me G. 





5 

.. 

- 
. _ .  ' I '  

..._ . . --- . I  

-.._ . .- . 

. .. . .. 



Pub l i c  Servica Cornmiasion 
730 Schenkal Lana 
Box 615 
FrMkfort ,  h n t u c k y  40602 

A U g U I t  7. 1989 

A t t n r  John M d  

Subjact: Johnny Unka 7-20-89 

RECEIVED 
AUG 0 8  Eeg 

Dear John: 

Par your r.pu.at, tlu 1yat.m inapaction v u  p u f o r n r d  on the accident 
site on march 2 7 ,  1989. 

The inspaction i a  conpletad by uaing a diatribution mrp and checking 
off each pole and tlu equipnmnt on it. 
the inspection, any ry1t.m r h f i c i u u i a a  .fa poatad t o  our hapac t ion  
inventory ahaet. 
The invantory inapact ion aheet i a  maintainad chronologically. 

Rttachad i a  thm i n m e t i o n  inventory a k t  for tlu Much 27, 1989 
Wriod. 

AdditfoMlly,  you raquoated tlu bcp report .  
Crawford and C0llp.n~ i a  in th. procaaa of obtaining M a  teport. 

F a d  f r ae  to cootact m it you require additional infornution. 

Whn tlu technician completer 

Jobs would thm ba faawd t o  correct any problem. 

You w i l l  nota that no vork vaa r a l a a r d  at that tiua. 

nt. Ilon Wntgomry w i t h  

P. R. Will imwn 
Human haouras Swrvisor 

PRW: cr 

Attachnunt 

CC: WayM 8. WUdI W/A 
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IltnlUCkV Power C o r n m y  
608 *:Fn jIrM1 
P 0 BOK 958 
Hazard. KV PliOl 0958 
606.436.! 21  2 

RECEIVED 

Mr. John Land 
Public service C o d s s i o n  
730 Schmkel Lum 
P. 0. Box 61s 
Frankfort, Kentucky  40602 

Re: Johnny N f n k .  A c c i d e n t  7-30-69 

J u l y  31, 1969 

D.rr N r .  L M d r  

Per your r rpwst ,  I have encloaed copies of the d r c n i n q a  of t h  
b u i l d i n q  Hr.  N i n k  w u  w r u n g  on. the mtonna ho w u  i n a t a l l i n g ,  . 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  amp 102 with tho s y s t e m  i n s m i o n  d a t e  of Much 27. 
1989 i n  the u p m r  lefthand corner and r i q h t - o f - w a y  l l ~ p  102. 

N r .  Ron Ellntqomery, w i t h  Crawford and Company. h u  been requested 
to obtain a copy of the 
i s  a t t e m p t i n g  to f i n d  ou t  the d o t a i l s  of w h n  tho b u i l d i n q  w u  
erocted. 
obtaind. 

If you have a d d i t i o n a l  questionsr feel free to call on nu. 

Y o u r s  vew t r u l y ,  

-. . 

toport. In a d d i t i o n ,  NE. n0ntqooarry 

This i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  bo p r o v i d o d  u soon u it i s  

P. R. W i l l i m n  
H- Rewurm# Suporvisor 

Encloauru 

cc: W. 8. Edward. - w/o enclosures 
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NED 

HARRISON FRANCIS 
BERRY NEACE r 
NOAH MILLER 

. .  11. ALOO MILLER 
12. GARVEY NOBLE 
is. CORNELIUS NEACE 
44. KELLEY NOBLE 
16. JAKIE NEACE 
86 El I G H A  N F A C F  C T A I  
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